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Buckle up: New laws from seat belts to 
library books take effect in North Dakota 


Arlene Wolf buckles her seat belt as she prepares to leave the state Capitol in Bismarck, N.D., 
on Thursday, July 27, 2023. North Dakota’s new primary enforcement seat belt law takes effect 
Tuesday, Aug. 1, requiring all occupants of a vehicle to buckle up. 
(AP Photo/Jack Dura) 
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Buckle up: New laws from seat belts to library books take effect in North Dakota 


Continued from Front 


By Jack Dura 
Associated Press 
BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — 
Hundreds of new laws will 
take 
effect 
Tuesday 
in 
North 
Dakota, 
including 
greater 
enforcement 
of 
seat belt use and restric- 
tions 
regarding 
gender 
identity, sexual content in 
public libraries and owner- 
ship of farmland by foreign 
entities. 


North 
Dakota’s 
Republi- 
can-controlled Legislature 
adjourned April 30 after 
writing new laws and bud- 
gets for the next two years. 
Some contentious policy 
bills have already taken 
effect due to emergency 
clauses, which make legis- 
lation immediately into law 
when signed by the gover- 
nor. Among those already 
in effect are revised laws 
outlawing all abortions, ex- 
cept in cases where wom- 


en could face death or a 
“serious health risk.” An- 
other exception for preg- 
nancies caused by rape 
and incest applies only in 
the first six weeks, before 
many women know they 
are pregnant. 
Here is what to know about 
the new laws taking effect 
in North Dakota. 
Seat belts 
North Dakota joins a major- 
ity of states with some form 
of a primary enforcement 


seat belt law, according to 
information from the Gov- 
ernors Highway Safety As- 
sociation. 
The state previously had 
secondary 
enforcement, 
meaning 
officers 
could 
cite front seat occupants 
for not wearing a seat belt 
only after a previous traf- 
fic infraction, though there 
was primary enforcement 
for minors in all seats. 
The new law will require all 
vehicle occupants to wear 
seat belts, not just those in 
front seats. The fine remains 
at $20. 
The proposed change was 
a hot debate for years in 
the Legislature, involving 
arguments of safety ver- 
sus personal freedom. The 
change initially will be one 
of education before tran- 
sitioning to enforcement, 
said Burleigh County Sheriff 
Kelly Leben, who support- 
ed the legislation. 
“One of the arguments 
is people always say we 
should 
have 
personal 
choice, but we regulate a 
lot of things in our society, 
and that’s just part of liv- 
ing in a modern society, is 
there’s going to be rules, 
and seat belts are proven, 
time and time again, that’s 
the one thing people can 
do that will make a differ- 
ence in a crash,” Leben 
said. 
The 
state 
government’s 
Vision Zero initiative aims 
to mitigate traffic deaths, 
with seat belts as one com- 
ponent. 
North Dakota logged a 
20-year low of 98 traffic 
deaths in 2022, according 
to preliminary data from 
the state Department of 
Transportation. Nearly 82% 
of front-seat vehicle oc- 
cupants used seat belts in 
2021, according to NDDOT 
data. 
Gender Identity 
The Legislature passed a 
raft of gender-related bills 


that will soon take effect. 
Those include two bills re- 
stricting transgender girls 
and women from partici- 
pating on school sports 
teams matching their gen- 
der identity. 
Other new laws will restrict 
sex amendments on birth 
records and bar transgen- 
der people from using rest- 
rooms and showers align- 
ing with their identity in 
correctional facilities and 
public college dormitories. 
Another bill that took ef- 
fect in May prohibits trans- 
gender K-12 students from 
using 
restrooms 
aligning 
with their gender identity, 
among other restrictions. 
The Fargo School Board in- 
dicated it will defy the law. 
One other bill, which took 
effect in April, criminalizes 
sex reassignment surgeries 
and gender-affirming care 
for minors. 
Book banning 
Republican lawmakers tar- 
geted sexual content in 
public libraries with a new 
law for removing or relo- 
cating “explicit sexual ma- 
terial” from public libraries’ 
children’s collections. 
Republican Gov. Doug Bur- 
gum, who vetoed a broad- 
er 
bill 
allowing 
misde- 
meanor charges against 
librarians, said the new law 
“standardizes the process 
for local public libraries to 
review material when re- 
quested by parents, library 
users or other members of 
the public — a process al- 
ready in place and working 
at nearly all public libraries 
across the state.” 
Fargo Public Library Direc- 
tor Tim Dirks consulted the 
city attorney regarding the 
library’s current policies for 
compliance with the new 
law, with which he said he 
feels comfortable. 
The law requires a “compli- 
ance report” from public 
libraries to a top legislative 
panel. q 
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The backup driver in the 1st death by a fully autonomous car 
pleads guilty to endangerment 


By Jacques Billeaud and 
Anita Snow 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — The back- 
up Uber driver for a self-driv- 
ing vehicle that killed a pe- 
destrian in suburban Phoe- 
nix in 2018 pleaded guilty 
Friday to endangerment in 
the first fatal collision involv- 
ing a fully autonomous car. 
Maricopa County Superior 
Court Judge David Garbar- 
ino, who accepted the plea 
agreement, sentenced Ra- 
faela Vasquez, 49, to three 
years of supervised proba- 
tion for the crash that killed 
49-year-old 
Elaine 
Herz- 
berg. Vasquez told police 
that Herzberg “came out 
of nowhere” and that she 
didn’t see Herzberg before 
the March 18, 2018, colli- 
sion on a darkened Tempe 
street. Vasquez had been 
charged 
with 
negligent 
homicide, a felony. She 
pleaded guilty to an un- 
designated felony, mean- 
ing it could be reclassified 
as a misdemeanor if she 
completes probation. 
Authorities 
say 
Vasquez 
was streaming the televi- 
sion show “The Voice” on a 
phone and looking down in 
the moments before Uber’s 


Volvo XC-90 SUV struck Her- 
zberg, who was crossing 
with her bicycle. 
Vasquez’s attorneys said 
she was was looking at a 
messaging program used 
by Uber employees on a 
work cellphone that was 
on her right knee. They said 
the TV show was playing 
on her personal cellphone, 


which was on the passen- 
ger seat. 
Defense 
attorney 
Albert 
Jaynes Morrison told Gar- 
barino that Uber should 
share some blame for the 
collision as he asked the 
judge to sentence Vasquez 
to six months of unsuper- 
vised probation. 
"There were steps that Uber 


failed to take,” he said. By 
putting Vasquez in the ve- 
hicle without a second em- 
ployee, he said. “It was not 
a question of if but when it 
was going to happen.” 
Prosecutors 
previously 
declined to file criminal 
charges against Uber, as a 
corporation. The National 
Transportation Safety Board 


concluded Vasquez’s fail- 
ure to monitor the road 
was the main cause of the 
crash. “The defendant had 
one job and one job only,” 
prosecutor Tiffany Brady 
told the judge. “And that 
was to keep her eyes in the 
road.” 
Maricopa County Attorney 
Rachel Mitchell said in a 
statement after the hearing 
that her office believes the 
sentence was appropriate 
"based on the mitigating 
and aggravating factors.” 
The 
contributing 
factors 
cited by the NTSB included 
Uber’s inadequate safety 
procedures and ineffec- 
tive oversight of its driv- 
ers, Herzberg’s decision to 
cross the street outside of a 
crosswalk and the Arizona 
Department of Transporta- 
tion’s insufficient oversight 
of 
autonomous 
vehicle 
testing. 
The board also conclud- 
ed Uber’s deactivation of 
its automatic emergency 
braking system increased 
the risks associated with 
testing automated vehicles 
on public roads. Instead of 
the system, Uber relied on 
the human backup driver 
to intervene.q 


Rafaela Vasquez pauses during a court hearing prior to accepting a plea agreement of three 
years of supervised probation for the Uber autonomous vehicle crash that killed 49-year-old 
Elaine Herzberg, at Maricopa County Superior Court, Friday, July 28, 2023, in Phoenix. 
(AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin) 


Record heat waves illuminate plight of poorest Americans who 
suffer without air conditioning 


By Jesse Bedayn 
Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — As Denver 
neared triple-digit temper- 
atures, Ben Gallegos sat 
shirtless on his porch swat- 
ting flies off his legs and 
spritzing himself with a mist- 
ing fan to try to get through 
the heat. Gallegos, like 
many in the nation’s poor- 
est neighborhoods, doesn’t 
have air conditioning. 
The 
68-year-old 
covers 
his windows with mattress 
foam to insulate against 
the heat and sleeps in the 
concrete 
basement. 
He 
knows high temperatures 
can cause heat stroke and 
death, and his lung condi- 
tion makes him more sus- 
ceptible. But the retired 
brick layer, who survives 
on about $1,000 a month, 


says air conditioning is out 
of reach. 
As climate change fans 
hotter and longer heat 
waves, 
breaking 
record 
temperatures across the 
U.S. and leaving dozens 
dead, the poorest Ameri- 
cans suffer the hottest days 
with the fewest defenses. 
Air conditioning, once a 
luxury, is now a matter of 
survival. 
As 
Phoenix 
weathered 
its 27th consecutive day 
above 110 degrees (43 Cel- 
sius) Wednesday, the nine 
who died indoors didn’t 
have functioning air condi- 
tioning, or it was turned off. 
Last year, all 86 heat-relat- 
ed deaths indoors were in 
uncooled environments. 
“To explain it fairly simply: 
Heat kills,” said Kristie Ebi, 


a University of Washington 
professor who researches 
heat and health. “Once 
the heat wave starts, mor- 
tality starts in about 24 
hours.” 
It’s the poorest and people 
of color, from Kansas City 
to Detroit to New York City 
and beyond, who are far 
more likely to face grueling 
heat without air condition- 
ing, according to a Boston 
University analysis of 115 
U.S. metro areas. 
Some have window units 
that can offer respite, but 
“in the dead of heat, it 
don’t do nothing,” said 
Melody Clark, who stopped 
Friday to get food at a Kan- 
sas City, Kansas, nonprofit 
as temperatures soared to 
101. When the central air 
conditioning at her rental 


house broke, her landlord 
installed a window unit. But 
it doesn’t do much during 
the day. 
So the 45-year-old wets 
her hair, cooks outside on 


a propane grill and keeps 
the lights off indoors. At 
night she flips the box unit 
on, hauling her bed into the 
room where it’s located to 
sleep.q 


Ben Gallegos sits on the porch of his family's home in the 
Globeville neighborhood with his dog, Coca Smiles, as the 
daytime high temperature soars toward triple digits, Thursday, 
July 27, 2023, in north Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski) 
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Robert Chambers, NYC’s ‘Preppy Killer,’ is released after 15 years 
in prison on drug charges 


Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Robert 
Chambers, better known to 
some as the “Preppy Killer,” 
was released after spend- 
ing 15 years in prison for 
drug and assault charges, 
according to state records. 
Chambers spent a similar 
amount of time in prison af- 
ter pleading guilty to stran- 
gling Jennifer Levin in New 
York City’s Central Park dur- 


ing the summer of 1986. 
Chambers 
entered 
the 
plea to killing 18-year-old 
Levin as part of a deal 
when a jury could not 
reach a decision after nine 
days of deliberations. 
He was released in 2003 for 
that crime but again ran 
afoul of the law soon after. 
He was again arrested in 
2007 for selling drugs out of 
his apartment. He was sen- 


tenced to 19 years in prison 
but was released Tuesday 
— four years early — from 
the Shawangunk Correc- 
tional Facility in New York, 
according to online inmate 
records maintained by the 
New York Department of 
Corrections. 
Chambers, now 56, will re- 
main under supervision for 
up to five years, records 
show.q 


Robert Chambers is led in handcuffs into Manhattan criminal 
court for his arraignment, Tuesday, Oct. 23, 3007, in New York. 
(AP Photo/Louis Lanzano, File) 


Breakthrough in Long Island serial killings shines light on the many 
unsolved murders of sex workers 


By Wayne Parry 
Associated Press 
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) — 
The discovery of four dead 
women in a drainage ditch 
just outside Atlantic City 
was shocking news in 2006. 
International 
media 
flocked 
to 
the 
seaside 
gambling resort. More than 
100 detectives and pros- 
ecutors were assigned to 
investigate. Casino guests 
worried about safety, and 
the victims’ fellow sex work- 
ers began carrying hidden 
knives. 
But as the years passed, the 
public’s attention and fear 
faded, and the case of the 
“Eastbound Strangler” – so 
named for the direction the 
victims’ heads were facing 
– remained unsolved. 
The arrest earlier this month 
of a man charged with kill- 
ing three women whose 
remains were found on a 
Long Island beach in 2010 
has breathed fresh life into 
another 
long-dormant 
case with obvious paral- 
lels; the Gilgo Beach serial 
killings involve a total of 11 
victims, most of whom were 
young, female sex work- 
ers. Yet the recent break- 
through, and the rekindling 
of public interest, only high- 
lights a painful truth: Many 
similar cases – like the one 
in Atlantic City -- remain 
open. 
The FBI would not say how 
many killings of sex workers 
in the U.S. remain unsolved. 
Media accounts and state- 
ments from local authorities 
show a long trail of open 


cases, from nine women 
whose bodies were found 
along highways in Mas- 
sachusetts, to 11 found 
dead in New Mexico, and 
eight more found amid the 
crawfish farms and swamps 
of southern Louisiana. The 
killings of other sex workers 
in Chicago, New Haven, 
Connecticut 
and 
Ohio, 
among other places, also 
remain mysteries. 
From the days of London’s 
Jack The Ripper in the 
1880s, serial killers, particu- 
larly those preying on sex 
workers, have often got- 
ten away with it, in part 
because their victims were 


easy targets living on the 
margins of society. 
Gary 
Ridgway, 
the 
so- 
called Green River killer 
convicted of 49 killings in 
Washington state, said at 
during a 2003 court hearing 
in which he pleaded guilty 
that he chose sex work- 
ers as victims because he 
knew they would not be 
missed quickly, if at all. 
“I picked prostitutes be- 
cause I thought I could 
kill as many of them as I 
wanted 
without 
getting 
caught,” he said. 
Two women were out for an 
afternoon walk near Atlan- 
tic City in November 2006 


when they found a body in 
a ditch. They called police, 
who quickly found three 
others nearby. 
The $15-a-night motel in 
Egg Harbor Township be- 
hind which the four bodies 
were found is long gone. 
It was torn down in an at- 
tempt to clear a seedy 
area 
known 
for 
crime, 
drugs and disturbances – 
and the murders of Barbara 
Breidor, 42, Molly Jean Dilts, 
20, Kim Raffo, 35, and Tracy 
Ann Roberts, 23. 
Because it is near the 
ocean, like Gilgo Beach, 
the location has prompt- 
ed much speculation by 


amateur detectives about 
a single killer, but some 
other online sleuths have 
pointed out that oceans- 
ide areas are often the re- 
motest locations after hours 
on the densely packed 
East Coast. Gilgo Beach is 
about 3.5 hours drive from 
Atlantic City. 
Gone in New Jersey are the 
four small wooden crosses 
someone erected on the 
site, along with the folded- 
up paper note bearing a 
Biblical 
quote 
promising 
justice that someone left 
there on one of the anni- 
versaries of the discovery of 
the bodies.q 


Three crosses stand, surrounded by flowers, in Egg Harbor Township, N.J., Nov. 14, 2007, not far from the area where four Atlantic 
City-area prostitutes were found slain. 
(AP Photo/Mel Evans, File) 
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Russian missile attacks leave few options for 
Ukrainian farmers looking to export grain 


By Hanna Arhirova 
Associated Press 
PAVLIVKA, Ukraine (AP) — 
The summer winds carried 
the smell of burned grain 
across the southern Ukraini- 
an steppe and away from 
the shards of three Russian 
cruise missiles that struck 
the unassuming metal han- 
gars. 
The agricultural company 
Ivushka applied for ac- 
creditation to export grain 
this year, but the strike in 
mid-July destroyed a large 
portion of the stock, days 
after Russia abandoned 
the grain deal that would 
have allowed the ship- 
ments across the Black Sea 
without fear of attack. 
Men shirtless and barefoot, 
with blackened soles from 
ash, swept unburnt grain 
into piles and awaited the 
loader, whose driver deftly 
steered 
around 
twisted 
metal shrapnel, bits of mis- 
sile and craters despite his 
shattered windshield. 
They hoped to beat the 
next rain to rescue what 
was left of the crop. Ac- 
cording to the Odesa Re- 
gional Prosecutor’s Office, 
Russia struck the facility July 
21 with three Kalibr- and 
Onyx-class cruise missiles. 
“We don’t have a clue 


why they did it,” explained 
Olha Romanova, the head 
of 
Ivushka. 
Romanova, 
who worked in the debris 
alongside the others, wore 
a red headscarf and an 
exhausted expression and 
was too frazzled to even 
estimate her losses. 
She cannot comprehend 
why the Russians targeted 
Ivushka, as there are no 
nearby 
military 
facilities 
and the frontlines are far 
from the village in the Ode- 
sa region. 
“They spent so much mon- 
ey on us,” she said, puzzled. 
The missiles that ruined the 
silos are worth millions of 
dollars — far more than the 


crop they destroyed. 
But Ivushka wasn't the only 
target in Odesa. The main 
port also was struck, leaving 
Black Sea shipping compa- 
nies that relied upon the 
grain deal to keep them 
safe and food supplies 
flowing to the world at a 
standstill. 
The Black Sea handled 
about 95% of Ukrainian 
grain exports before Rus- 
sia’s invasion and the U.N.- 
brokered initiative allowed 
Ukraine to ship much of 
what farmers harvested in 
2021 and 2022, said Joseph 
Glauber, senior research 
fellow at the International 
Food Policy Research Insti- 


tute. Ukraine, a major sup- 
plier of corn, wheat, barley 
and vegetable oil, shipped 
32.9 million metric tons (36.2 
million U.S. tons) of grain 
under the nearly yearlong 
deal designed to ease a 
global food crisis. It has 
been able to export an ad- 
ditional 2 million to 2.5 mil- 
lion metric tons (2.2 to 2.7 
million U.S. tons) monthly 
by the Danube River, road 
and rail through Europe. 
Those are now the only 
routes to ship grain, but 
have 
stirred 
divisions 
among nearby European 
countries and generated 
higher costs to be ab- 
sorbed by Ukrainian farm- 
ers, said Glauber, former 
chief economist at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 
Russian 
missiles 
strikes 
against the Danube port 
last Monday also raised 
questions about how much 
longer that route will re- 
main viable. 
That’s a disincentive to 
keep planting fields al- 
ready threatened by mis- 
siles and strewn with ex- 
plosive mines. Corn and 
wheat production in agri- 
culture-dependent Ukraine 
is down nearly 40% this year 
from prewar levels, analysts 
say.q 


An employee walks near mangled warehouses at a grain facility 
in Pavlivka, Ukraine, Saturday, July 22, 2023, following Russian 
missile attacks. 
(AP Photo/Jae C. Hong) 


Spain identifies 212 German, Austrian and Dutch 
fighters who went missing during Spanish Civil War 


By David Brunat 
Associated Press 
BARCELONA, 
Spain 
(AP) 
— Spanish government re- 
searchers said Sunday they 
had identified 357 foreign 


fighters who went missing 
during the Spanish Civil War 
(1936-1939), 
the 
conflict 
that foreshadowed World 
War II. 
Researchers confirmed the 


names of 212 fighters from 
Germany, Austria and the 
Netherlands, according to 
a statement from the gov- 
ernment 
Sunday. 
Some 
102 are of German origin, 
70 Austrian and 40 Dutch. 
It gave no information on 
how many people of oth- 
er nationalities had been 
identified. 
The identified combatants 
fought within the Interna- 
tional 
Brigades, 
military 
units set up by the Com- 
munist International to fight 
against General Francisco 
Franco’s 
fascist 
forces. 
Some 40,000 foreign men 
and women joined up as 
volunteers, fighting along- 
side the forces of the dem- 
ocratic Second Spanish Re- 


public and against the rise 
of fascism in Europe in late 
1930s. 
The findings are based on 
a year of research in re- 
cords held in documentary 
archives in Spain and Rus- 
sia. Researchers combed 
through the daily lists of ca- 
sualties and missing soldiers 
compiled by officers in the 
International Brigades. 
The names of private sol- 
diers were frequently omit- 
ted from the lists, making 
the research process more 
difficult. These lists are held 
in the Russian State Archive 
of Socio-Political History, in 
Moscow. Researchers also 
dipped into the main ar- 
chives on the Spanish Civil 
War located in Spain. q 


People put red carnations next to photographs during the 87th 
Spanish Republic anniversary ceremony to pay tribute to people 
killed in the Spanish Civil War at the Almudena cemetery in 
Madrid, on April 14, 2018. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File) 
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Suicide bomber at political rally in northwest Pakistan kills at least 
44 people, wounds nearly 200 


By Anwarullah Khan and 
Riaz Khan 
Associated Press 
KHAR, Pakistan (AP) — A 
suicide bomber blew him- 
self up at a political rally 
in a former stronghold of 
militants in northwest Paki- 
stan bordering Afghanistan 
on Sunday, killing at least 
44 people and wounding 
nearly 200 in an attack that 
a senior leader said was 
meant to weaken Pakistani 
Islamists. The Bajur district 
near the Afghan border 
was a stronghold of the 
Pakistani Taliban — a close 
ally of Afghanistan’s Taliban 
government — before the 
Pakistani army drove the 
militants out of the area. 
Supporters of hardline Paki- 
stani cleric and political 
party leader Maulana Fa- 
zlur Rehman, whose Jami- 
at Ulema Islam generally 
supports regional Islamists, 
were meeting in Bajur in a 
hall close to a market out- 
side the district capital. 
Party officials said Rehman 
was not at the rally but or- 
ganizers added tents be- 
cause so many supporters 
showed up, and party vol- 
unteers with batons were 
helping control the crowd. 
Officials 
were 
announc- 
ing the arrival of Abdul 
Rasheed, a leader of the 


Jamiat Ulema Islam party, 
when the bomb went off in 
one of Pakistan’s bloodiest 
attacks in recent years. 
Provincial police said in a 
statement that the attack 
was carried out by a sui- 
cide bomber who detonat- 
ed his explosives vest close 
to the stage where several 
senior leaders of the party 
were sitting. It said initial 
investigations 
suggested 


the Islamic State group — 
which operates in Afghani- 
stan and is an enemy of the 
Afghan Taliban — could be 
behind the attack, and offi- 
cers were still investigating. 
“There was dust and smoke 
around, and I was under 
some injured people from 
where I could hardly stand 
up, only to see chaos and 
some scattered limbs,” said 
Adam Khan, 45, who was 


knocked to the ground by 
the blast around 4 p.m. 
and hit by splinters in his leg 
and both hands. 
The Pakistan Taliban, or TTP, 
said in a statement sent to 
The Associated Press that 
the bombing was aimed 
at setting Islamists against 
each other. 
Zabiullah 
Mujahid, 
a 
spokesman for the Afghan 
Taliban, said on the social 


media platform X, formerly 
known as Twitter, that “such 
crimes cannot be justified 
in any way.” 
The Afghan Taliban’s sei- 
zure of power in Afghani- 
stan in mid-August 2021 
emboldened 
the 
TTP. 
They unilaterally ended a 
cease-fire agreement with 
the Pakistani government 
in November, and have 
stepped up attacks across 
the country. 
The bombing came hours 
before the arrival of Chi- 
nese Vice Premier He Li- 
feng in Islamabad, where 
he was to participate in an 
event to mark a decade 
of the China-Pakistan Eco- 
nomic Corridor, or CPEC, a 
sprawling package under 
which Beijing has invested 
billions of dollars in Pakistan. 
The bombing was one of 
the four worst attacks in the 
northwest since 2014, when 
147 people, mostly school- 
children, were killed in a Tal- 
iban attack on an army-run 
school in Peshawar. In Jan- 
uary, 74 people were killed 
in a bombing at a mosque 
in Peshawar. n February, 
more than 100 people, 
mostly policemen, died in 
a bombing at a mosque 
inside a high-security com- 
pound housing Peshawar 
police headquarters.q 


People transport an injured victim of a powerful bomb upon arrival at a hospital in Peshawar, 
Pakistan, Sunday, July 30, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Muhammad Sajjad) 


African leaders leave Russia summit without grain deal or a path 
to end the war in Ukraine 


By Cara Anna 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
African leaders have left 


two days of meetings with 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin with little to show for 
their requests to resume a 


deal that kept grain flowing 
from Ukraine and to find a 
path to end the war there. 
Putin in a press conference 
late Saturday following the 
Russia-Africa summit said 
Russia’s termination of the 
grain deal earlier this month 
caused a rise in grain prices 
that benefits Russian com- 
panies. He added that 
Moscow would share some 
of those revenues with the 
“poorest nations.” 
That 
commitment, 
with 
no details, follows Putin’s 
promise to start shipping 
25,000 to 50,000 tons of 
grain for free to each of six 
African nations in the next 
three to four months — an 
amount dwarfed by the 
725,000 tons shipped by the 


U.N. World Food Program 
to several hungry countries, 
African and otherwise, un- 
der the grain deal. Russia 
plans to send the free grain 
to Burkina Faso, Zimbabwe, 
Mali, Somalia, Eritrea and 
Central African Republic. 
Fewer than 20 of Africa’s 54 
heads of state or govern- 
ment attended the Russia 
summit, while 43 attended 
the previous gathering in 
2019, reflecting concerns 
over Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine even as Moscow 
seeks more allies on the 
African continent of 1.3 bil- 
lion people. Putin praised 
Africa as a rising center of 
power in the world, while 
the Kremlin blamed “outra- 
geous” Western pressure for 


discouraging some African 
countries from showing up. 
“We would like the Black 
Sea initiative to be imple- 
mented and that the Black 
Sea should be open,” South 
African President Cyril Ra- 
maphosa said. “We are not 
here to plead for donations 
for the African continent.” 
African leaders also called 
clearly for peace. 
“This war must end and it 
can only end on the basis 
of justice and reason,” said 
the head of the African 
Union Commission, Moussa 
Faki Mahamat. “The distur- 
bances that it causes in the 
supply of energy and grain 
must cease immediately” 
for the benefit of all, espe- 
cially Africans. q 


Russian President Vladimir Putin is seen on a phone screen as 
he attends a joint statement with President of Comoros Azali 
Assoumani at the Russia Africa Summit in St. Petersburg, Russia, 
Friday, July 28, 2023. 
(Pavel Bednyakov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP) 
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Prohibited by law: leaving the island with seashells, white sand or corals 


(Oranjestad)—Often times, 
the customs department at 
the airport intercepts many 
tourists leaving the island 
with seashells, white sand 
and/or corals as souvenirs. 


Conforming to the inter- 
national treaty of CITES 
and our local law which 
protects our Flora & Fau- 


na, it is absolutely prohib- 
ited to take any seashell, 
sand and coral outside 
of Aruba. This is to protect 
our environment. The high 
number of seashells, coral 
and amount of sand con- 
fiscated is very strange and 
it is suspected that our own 
locals are the ones selling 
these to the tourists, which 


is unacceptable. 
Upon confiscation at the 
airport, you can also face 
a fine that they have to 
pay before leaving. This is 
surely not a pleasant ex- 
perience for the tourist. This 
also leads to a negative re- 
action which can put our 
tourism in a negative light. 
Though we love to accom- 


modate our visitors, let’s all 
give nature the respect it 
deserves by protecting our 
environment. Stop collect- 
ing seashells, white sand 
and corals from our shores 
and stop buying or ac- 
cepting these from local 
sellers or companies. 


We want our future gener- 
ations and visitors to enjoy 
the beauty of our beaches, 
shells and corals in a sus- 
tainable way, without de- 
stroying or disrupting the 
Aruban ecosystem. Help us 
protect what is ours!q 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When traveling to another 
country, especially for the first time, it is 
always better to be over-prepared than 
under-prepared. That is why we have a list 
of basic—but important—information that 
we think may come in handy to Aruba’s 
visitors. 


Emergency services 
Even though most people don’t even want 
to think about having to contact emer- 
gency services—especially not while on 
their vacation, it is still important to know 
what number to dial in case of the unlikely 
event of an accident or severe incident. 


Police: 100 
Police Tipline: 11141 
Ambulance: 911 
Fire Dept: 115 
Oranjestad: HOH hospital: +297-527-4000 
San Nicolas: ImSan: +297-527-8833 


Electrical power 
Aruba generally operates on 110V to 127V 
supply voltage and 60Hz. There are also 
three types of outlets used on the island: 
type A with two flat prongs; type B with 
two flat and one grounding prong, and 
on occasion, type F with two round prong 
and two earth clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly found in homes 
and establishments. 


Drinking water 
The water that flows through the sinks of 
every house, hotels and other establish- 
ments is distilled and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water exceeds WHO’s in- 


ternational standards for water quality, so 
there is no need to buy bottled water from 
the store. 


Supermarket hours 
Supermarket hours may vary depending 
on where you are staying on the island. 
Generally though, most supermarkets are 
open from 8am to 9 or 10pm, Monday 
through Saturday. On Sundays, supermar- 
kets generally close earlier; mostly around 
2pm. 


Taxis 
Prices for taxi fair are set by the Depart- 
ment of Public Traffic and are based on 
destination rather than mileage. Most taxis 
can take up to five passengers, but this 
may vary depending on the vehicle. Taxis 
are pretty much always available and you 
can ever hire one for $45 an hour. 


Safety 
Aruba is one of the safest islands in the Ca- 
ribbean, and many tourist that visit have 
often told us how they feel safe to explore 
the island or walk around at night. Howev- 
er, rare incidents do occurs, so keep your- 
self and your belongings safe. q 
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Aruba Living Today caters for both local and 
foreign market divided into 40 % local buy- 
ers and 60 % foreign buyers. “Our customers 
come from Holland, Belgium, Norway, Ger- 
many, UK, Russia, Latin America, United States 
and Canada. We are widely covered and 
thus provable good with different cultures, 
also we speak four languages.” Besides that, 
Aruba Living Today is open to every budget, 
they have listings for all category buyers. 


As a member of the Aruban Real Estate As- 
sociation, they are listed also on the website 
www.arubalisting.com within a group of 20 of 
the most advanced realtors on the island. 


Aruba Living Today is featured on House Hunt- 
ers, social media, Aruba Living Today and of 
course in Aruba Today’s newspaper.q 


Aruba Living Today 
Tankileendert 291, Aruba 
Tel +297 587 9987 
Fax +297 587 9985 
Cell +297 593 9177 
Mail randolph@livingtoday.aw 


Over a decade in business, Aruba Living Today: 
Offering the so much needed human touch 


NOORD — We are in 2023. It was a wild ride with Covid-19 and we all are aiming for a change of 
routine. We simply want to “live” life again. “It is time for living your dream,” as the quote says at 
Aruba Living Today’s office. “We are fifteen plus years in business, and I am proud to say that all 
our clients stuck with us. We are no part of a big company, we keep it small, personal, and real. 
Because you are not a number, no sales target either and certainly your name is not commis- 
sion. Our responsibility is to make your dream come true,” says owner Randolph Arends. 


From human to human 
If you have decided to buy a house or rent one for vacation in Aruba and you are looking for 
that match, the question now is how to click with a person that offers a personal touch? One 
who pays genuine attention and has sincere interest in what you want? 


This different approach to real estate is what sets Aruba Living Today apart, and the reason 
Randolph calls himself a property mediator instead of a real estate broker. “The personal touch 
is essential to me. I am stepping aside of the image that real estate brokers are only in for the 
commission. This image does not fit me at all, I am in for my passion, and I can only do this from 
the heart.” 


One stop shopping point 
Services offered by Aruba Living Today are House and Land Sales, Rentals, Investments, Prop- 
erty Management, Vacation Rental, Mortgages, Insurances, Maintenance, Assist in Arrange- 
ments for Notary and Utilities, Guiding Bureaucracy Process and Assisting in Import of Furniture. 
Randolph and his business partner Eladio Max Maduro. Born in Aruba, he was raised in the Neth- 
erlands. Max was Corporal mandatory in the Dutch Army/Genie der Landmacht. 
He also studied financial administration in the Netherlands, and has a degree in Dutch insur- 
ance law. Max has 40 years work experience in all kind of insurance, specialized liability and 
pension law. In the past, he worked for local and international insurance brokers companies. 


As per March 1st 2023, he is working as a commercial partner at Aruba Living Today. 


You are welcome to meet in person 
Aruba Living Today houses in an authentic Aruban house, welcoming you in a warm ambiance 
that emphasizes the philosophy of connecting. Candles, Buddha ornaments and a homey set- 
ting form the décor for you to sit and talk about your dream house or investment. “My goal was 
to do real estate in a different way when I established this company June 1st 2009. Not from the 
perspective of only selling, but to look for the perfect match between dream house and client. 
My philosophy is: it will only work when all involved are happy and connected by that personal 
touch.” 
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Visit the island’s popular cave sites! 


(Oranjestad)—Among the 
endless sea of dark brown 
sand and cacti, there are 
two caves hidden in the 
outskirts of San Nicolas, in 
the north-eastern area of 
the island. These caves, 
The Quadiriki cave and The 
Fontein Cave are open to 
visitors of the Arikok Na- 
tional Park, so if you ever 
decide to take an “off- 
road” tour in the park, be 
sure to visit these prehis- 
toric caves…and be sure 
to bring a flashlight! 


Quadirikiri Cave 
Known for its two cham- 
bers accompanied by a 
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave 
is the most popular cave 
among locals and tourists, 
as it is easy to walk through 
and provides great lighting 
for pictures. 


As with all prehistoric or an- 
cient sites, there is always 
a folk legend that adds to 
the lore and mystery of the 
site. The Quadirikiri cave 
is no different. The most 
well-known legend behind 
the cave could be consid- 
ered as Aruba’s first love 
story, as it tells the tale of 
the undying love between 
the chief’s daughter and 
her beloved. As legend 
would have it, the chief 
disapproved of his daugh- 
ter’s choice of lover, as 
he thought him unworthy. 


Stubborn and filled with an- 
ger, the daughter refused 
to turn away her beloved. 


So, the chief decided to 
lock her up in the Quadirikiri 
Cave, in hopes that she 
would soon calm down 
and turn away her lover. 
Her beloved, in turn, was 
locked away in the Tunnel 
of Love (Now known as the 
Huliba Cave). 


Through the pathways un- 
derneath the Tunnel of 
Love running up to the 
Quadiriki cave, the two 
love bird found each oth- 
er, and refused to let each 
other go. Because of their 
stubbornness, they both 
died in the Quadiriki Cave, 
their ascending spirits burn- 
ing two holes in the ceil- 
ing of the cave. This is why 
the cave has two holes 
through 
which 
sunlight 
passes through to illumi- 
nate the chamber. 


Though there have been 
discoveries of Amerindian 
drawing on the wall, these 
have mostly been ruined 
by vandalism. However, 
the Fontein Cave further 
up north, provides a better 
glimpse in prehistoric Amer- 
indian paintings. 


Fontein Cave 
Longer than the Quadirikiri 
Cave, the Fontein Cave 


contains 
pathways 
that 
stretch to the limestone 
walls further down. Here 
is also where prehistoric 
drawings can be seen. 
Though this cave does not 
have its own legend, this 
was speculated to have 
been 
occupied—or 
at 
least used by prehistoric Ar- 
awak settlers on the island 
for rituals and other spiritual 
ceremonies. 


The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of 
Love 
The Huliba Cave, formerly 
known as the Tunnel of 
Love, was once open to 
the public, and was the 
biggest and most acces- 
sible of all three caves. This 
cave had five chambers, 
including one that is heart- 
shaped. This cave had nar- 
row stairs that led to long 


pathways deep into the 
cave, with a staircase lead- 
ing to the exit on the other 
side. In one of the cham- 
bers, there used to be the 
carving of the Virgin Mary, 
put there for the protection 
of the cave. 


However, the Huliba Cave 
has 
been 
permanently 
closed for a few years now, 
as a way to preserve the 
bat population that lives 
in the cave. These Long 
Tongue Fruit Bats and In- 
sect Eater Bats are very im- 
portant to the ecosystem of 


the island. Though this cave 
is no longer accessible to 
the public, it surely is inter- 
esting to learn more about 
the history of these caves 
and the Awarak tribes that 
resided or utilized them. 


Do note that these caves 
are very dark, humid, hot, 
and are inhabited by bats. 
Do 
wear 
comfortable 
clothing and shoes, as the 
pathways in these caves 
may be rough and bumpy, 
and don’t forget to bring a 
flashlight!q 
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Episode 30 
Insular Echo Alert 


Our fragile local biosphere 
is about the tiny regions of 
the surface of our planet 
that sustains life of species 
not found elsewhere. 


Life can only handle as 
much stress which eco- 
nomic progress demands 
of it. Revenue seekers in 
most of the time do not 
consider 
a 
green 
ap- 
proach. 
Consequences 
are in our face, results of a 
free for all attitude ignoring 
irreparable damage to the 
island as whole as our sus- 
tainable economic asset 
as top tourist destination. 
Lessons learned here and 
elsewhere must be put in 
action. Isn’t it exactly our 
nature, plants and animals 
that really take care of our 
ecosystem and life on this 
rock? Isn`t this the only in- 


dustry we depend upon? 
Irony is that since 1987 a 
rough estimate of 72% of 
what was left of a forest 
covered Oranjestad in the 
17th century (beginning for 
Cumaná area, close to the 
Airport, 
stretching 
North 
East to Ponton hill , than 
South to the bay). Imagine 
big old 300 year Kwihi trees 
( Prosopis Juliflora) whit 
thickness of 4 to 5 feet in 
diameter. 


Etnia Nativa’s point of view 
is decimation of natural 
habitat is desertification. 
Thankful that we are out of 
the so called hurricane belt 
however to bulldoze one 
football pitch size of land 
after another for Aruba is 
worse than all-natural di- 
sasters, just to build houses 
for sale. The effect on such 


a small island will soon 
reach its tipping point. A 
sign of overpopulation, na- 
ture destruction and stress 
will also raise the cost of 
healthcare, doing business, 
safety and security in gen- 
eral. 


Bats navigate by echolo- 
cation and they are noc- 
turnal. These flying mam- 
mals bring many benefits to 
our ecosystems. More than 
eight species live in our na- 
tional park and elsewhere 
and different species pro- 
vide 
different 
benefits. 
Some pollinate plants, oth- 
ers eat insects, many serve 
as prey to other animals, 
and they all inspire scientific 
discoveries. Some species 
live in batholite formations 
and in many islands caves, 
abandoned houses, mines 
and in cavities that form 
within mature Breba cac- 
tuses. Caves are complex 
and 
unique 
ecosystems 
that provide homes for a 
diversity of creatures from 
insects to amphibians and 
fish as well as mammals like 
wood rats and bats. Many 
of these creatures can only 
survive within the cave, 
and they rely on nutrients 
carried into the cave by 
water or other animals. Bats 
benefit caves by providing 
important nutrients in their 
guano (better fertilizer than 
cow manure!) that support 
the growth of communities 
of cave organisms. 


Bats eat insects, ” are so- 
called 
‘insectivorous’. 
They feast on insects each 
night, adding up to more 
than 3 million AWG worth 
of pest control each year 
on the island. When bats 
are around to eat insects, 
there are fewer insect pests 
causing damage to crops 
and gardens. If agriculture 
is to become the next call, 


farmers don’t have to in- 
vest as much in pesticides. 
Imagine a teenage boy 
eating 200 quarter-pound 
burgers — that’s how much 
a bat eats in insects on an 
average night! 


Several species of bats of 
Aruba eat nectar. Many 
types 
of 
our 
endemic 
plants of our ecosystem 
rely on bats for pollination 
and seed dispersal, such 
as quedebexii, huliba the 
agave species, candela- 
bra cacti’s etc., All around 
the island and in our na- 
tional park, long-nose and 
long-tongue bats are per- 
fectly adapted to pollinate 
these plants, and they pro- 
vide extensive value to the 
agricultural industry. So next 
time you see our agave 
in bloom, happy mocking 
birds, a zooming humming 


bird and delicious cactus 
dates, say thank you to the 
bats. 


Just as some bats rely on 
thousands of insects each 
night for survival, other ani- 
mals in the ecosystem rely 
on bats for their calories. 
Hawks, falcons, and owls 
eat bats, and mammals 
like cats, and rats and intru- 
sive reptiles like boas some- 
times attack bats while 
they roost. Technological 
advances in engineering 
has incorporated some of 
bats’ special features like of 
their wing membranes and 
echolocation have inspired 
Drones that have thin and 
flexible bat-like wings are. 
The wingsuits used by base 
jumpers take more than a 
few tips from bats’ aerody- 
namic feacher.q 
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The district of Savaneta 
A quick history guide to the island’s first capital 


(Oranjestad)—Before 
Oranjestad 
became the island nation’s capi- 
tal, Aruba’s first capital was the 
district of Savaneta. Here is where 
the cultural identity of Aruba was 
born, and from where the rest of 
the island developed into what it is 
today. 


Savaneta is said to have been the 
first place where the Caquetio in- 
habitants first stepped foot on the 
island. Though there isn’t hard evi- 
dence to back this up, but consid- 
ering the legend of the Cacique 
Arua, it is believed that there were 
already movements on Aruba— 
and Savaneta—around 88 AD. 


The Caquetios probably made 
their way to the island either from 
Venezuela, Colombia or other Ca- 
ribbean islands in the region, but 
with good weather it was relatively 
easy for them to travel back and 
forth in their canoes. So, since the 
Caquetios discovered the island, 
Aruba found her first form of civili- 
zation. 


It wasn’t until 1499 when Aruba 
met another group of people who 
set foot on the island: the Span- 
ish explorer Alonso de Ojeda. De 
Ojeda first took notice of Aruba off 
the coast of Venezuela, during his 
exploration of the Latin American 
country. This was on August 9th, 
1499. However, de Ojeda didn’t 
actually sail to the island till 4 days 
later, on August 23rd, 1499. This was 
the beginning of the Spanish era 
on Aruba (1499-1636). 


Alonso usually didn’t stop at every 
island or land he saw, especially 
not in the Caribbean. He would of- 
ten take notice of land from afar 
and continue sailing. However, 
Aruba was an exception. He had 
heard that there were “quebra- 
cho” trees on the island, which 
were commonly used to produce 
dye or paint. But since these trees 
could not be found in Savaneta, 
he continued to search in the area 
of what is now known as Santa 
Cruz. The best way to transport the 
tree barks was via a route passing 
through Savaneta, and so the first 
road between Savaneta and San- 
ta Cruz was made. 


The Dutch colonial era (1636-1805) 
During the 80-year war between 
The Netherlands and Spain, Dutch 
explorers and merchants began 
to travel to the ABC islands. Once 
they landed in Aruba, they deport- 
ed the small Arawakan and Span- 


ish community that was living on 
the island. This was the beginning 
of colonization of the ABC islands 
by the Dutch empire. Around the 
same, the West Indian Company 
(WIC) was born. Bonaire and Cura- 
cao were mostly used for planta- 
tions, where the Dutch had trans- 
ported slaves from Africa. Aruba, 
on the other hand, was mostly 
used to raise cattle and to house 
the haring factory. The Dutch had 
often forced the indigenous com- 
munity to work for them. 
In 1636, when the Netherlands won 
the war against Spain, the coun- 
try surrendered the islands to the 
Dutch. 


The Dutch administration appoint- 
ed the island’s first commander, 
an Irish man named N. Williams. Be- 
cause the Dutch were interested in 
other Caribbean islands and coun- 
tries in South America, they import- 
ed Dutch merchants and business 
men, all of whom resided in Sava- 
neta. This way, Savaneta officially 
became the island’s first capital. 


However, at the end of the 18th 
century, the commander at the 
time, J.R. Lauffer, moved his office 
to what is now “Horse Bay” in Oran- 
jestad. Because the highest office 
on the island moved away from 
Savaneta, the capital lost its title to 
what was called then Playa. 


How Savaneta got its name 
The name Savaneta probably 
has a Spanish origin. It was said 
that when the Spanish climbed a 
hill called Yara, they saw that the 
area was mostly open and had no 
big trees. In Spanish, such a land 
area is called a “sabana”. 


Because of its land surface, Sava- 
neta was a great place to con- 
struct cattle farms. From here, the 
farmer culture on Aruba was born. 
Before the Aruban Gold Rush and 
the construction of the Refinery in 
San Nicolas, most residents were 
farmers, and Savaneta had many 
inhabitants that farmed fruits and 
vegetables. They also continued 
the tradition of raising cattle, like 
goat, sheep, pigs and horses. Sa- 
vaneta was one of the first places 
on the island to have a general 
farming culture. From this culture, 
many other traditions were born, 
like the Dera Gay Holiday that 
we celebrate every year on June 
24th.q 


Source: Historia di Savaneta (History of 
Savaneta) by Adolf “Dufi” Kock. 
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Pig cooling pads and weather 
forecasts for cows are high-tech ways 
to make meat in a warming world 


By Melina Walling 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — More 
than a third of the heat- 
trapping gases cooking the 
planet come from growing 
and raising farm animals, 
but millions of cattle, pigs 
and other animals get to 
stay cool in the United 
States and other parts of 
the developed world. 
Many American farmers 
have apps to forecast ani- 
mal comfort in the heat. 
There are computer-con- 
trolled “ cooling pads ” for 
cows. Dairy farmers lower 
barns' temperatures with 
misters, 
air 
conditioning 
and giant fans. Special pe- 
dometers, the cow version 
of a Fitbit, measure vital 
signs that give clues to ani- 
mals' health. 
More intense summer heat 
resulting 
from 
emissions- 
driven 
climate 
change 
means animal heat stress 
that can result in billions 
of dollars in lost revenue 
for farmers and ranchers if 
not properly managed. But 
technology often insulates 
livestock in richer coun- 
tries — another way global 
warming exacerbates the 
gap between wealthy and 
poor nations. 
The U.S. is the world's largest 
producer and consumer of 
beef by volume. People 
have been drinking less 
milk in the U.S. but eating 
more cheese, and govern- 
ment programs still support 
dairies across the country. 
About 20% of all global 
greenhouse gas emissions 
come from animal-based 
food products, said Atul 
Jain, a professor in the de- 
partment of atmospheric 
sciences at The University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign 


who studies the interac- 
tions between climate and 
human activities like agri- 
culture. 
Livestock producers in oth- 
er parts of the world can't 
adopt measures to beat 
the heat as easily as farm- 
ers in the U.S. A 2022 study 
in the Lancet Planetary 
Health found that cattle 
heat stress losses will be far 
greater in most tropical re- 
gions than in temperate 
regions, due to higher cli- 
mate impacts and the rela- 
tively higher price of mea- 
sures to adapt to climate 
change. 
Many experts advocate for 
people in countries like the 
U.S., where diets are heavy 
with animal products, to 
eat less meat and dairy. But 
big, industrial farms in de- 
veloped countries are rela- 
tively efficient, so to meet 
global demand with fewer 
animals, 
less-developed 
countries will also need to 
access the kind of technol- 
ogy that can make them 
more productive in the 
face of extreme heat. 
“Those innovations bring 
me a lot of hope,” said Ma- 
rio Herrero, a professor of 
food systems and global 
change at Cornell Univer- 
sity who coauthored the 


Lancet Planetary Health 
study. “It’s a matter of how 
do we deploy them." 
This winter, the McAllis- 
ter family of New Vienna, 
Iowa, installed new fans 
above the beds where 
their cows lie, and they're 
happy with the updates. 
Their cows are already 
showing signs of improved 
welfare, like chewing more 
cud, and there's more heat 
ahead this summer. 
“We want to make the right 
investments to better our 
cows, better our businesses 
that are our dairies, and 
make sure we’re here for 
the long haul and that we 
are thinking about sustain- 
ability,” she said. Making 
that investment, of course, 
has a price: more fans for 
cooling means higher en- 
ergy bills. That's something 
Dr. Michelle Schack, a 
dairy veterinarian based 
in Arizona, has noticed 
as well. She said that the 
farmers she works with are 
well-prepared for the blis- 
tering heat the state has 
seen this year, because as 
research on animal health 
has improved, they've in- 
vested in infrastructure. 
But it costs a lot. 
That could be partly ad- 
dressed with cheaper so- 
lar power integrated into 
agricultural projects. But 
regardless, “it's going to be 
a challenge, a financial 
challenge” for more farms 
to adopt heat mitigation 
strategies, said Gerald Nel- 
son, a professor emeritus 
at the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign 
and 
a coauthor on the Lancet 
Planetary Health study.q 


Dairy farmer Megan McAllister works in the milking parlor on her 
farm, Monday, July 24, 2023, in New Vienna, Iowa. 
(AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall) 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Dakota: Tel. 588 7364 
Seroe Preto : Tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Customers want instant gratification. Workers say it’s 
pushing them to the brink 


By Alexandra Olson 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Six 
straight days of 12-hour 
driving. Single digit pay- 
checks. 
The 
complaints 
come from workers in vast- 
ly different industries: UPS 
delivery drivers and Holly- 
wood actors and writers. 
But they point to an un- 
derlying factor driving a 
surge of labor unrest: The 
cost to workers whose jobs 
have changed drastically 
as companies scramble to 
meet customer expecta- 
tions for speed and conve- 
nience in industries trans- 
formed by technology. 
The COVID-19 pandemic 
accelerated those chang- 
es, pushing retailers to shift 
online 
and 
intensifying 
the 
streaming 
competi- 
tion among entertainment 
companies. Now, from the 
picket lines, workers are 
trying to give consumers a 
behind-the-scenes look at 
what it takes to produce a 
show that can be binged 
any time or get dog food 
delivered to their doorstep 
with a phone swipe. 
Overworked and under- 
paid employees is an en- 
during complaint across 
industries — from delivery 
drivers to Starbucks baris- 
tas and airline pilots — 
where surges in consumer 
demand 
have 
collided 
with persistent labor short- 
ages. Workers are pushing 
back against forced over- 
time, punishing schedules 
or company reliance on 
lower-paid, part-time or 
contract forces. 
At 
issue 
for 
Hollywood 
screenwriters and actors 
staging their first simulta- 
neous strikes in 40 years 
is the way streaming has 
upended 
entertainment 
economics, slashing pay 
and forcing showrunners 
to produce content faster 
with smaller teams. 
“This seems to happen 
to many places when the 
tech 
companies 
come 
in. Who are we crushing? 
It doesn’t matter,” said 
Danielle 
Sanchez-Witzel, 
a screenwriter and show- 
runner on the negotiat- 
ing team for the Writers 
Guild of America, whose 


members have been on 
strike since May. Earlier this 
month, the Screen Actors 
Guild–American 
Federa- 
tion of Television and Radio 
Artists joined the writers’ 
union on the picket line. 
Actors and writers have 
long relied on residuals, or 
long-term payments, for 
reruns and other airings of 
films and televisions shows. 
But reruns aren’t a thing on 
streaming services, where 
series and films simply land 
and stay with no easy way, 
such as box office returns 
or ratings, to determine 
their popularity. 
Consequently, 
what- 
ever residuals streaming 
companies do pay often 
amount to a pittance, and 
screenwriters have been 
sharing tales of receiving 
single digit checks. 
Adam Shapiro, an actor 
known for the Netflix hit 
“Never Have I Ever," said 
many actors were initially 


content to accept lower 
pay for the plethora of 
roles that streaming sud- 
denly 
offered. 
But 
the 
need for a more sustain- 
able compensation model 
gained urgency when it 
became clear streaming is 
not a sideshow, but rather 
the future of the business, 
he said. 
"Over the past 10 years, 
we realized: ‘Oh, that’s 
now how Hollywood works. 
Everything is streaming,’” 
Shapiro said during a re- 
cent union event. 
Shapiro, who has been 
acting for 25 years, said 
he agreed to a contract 
offering 20% of his normal 
rate for “Never Have I Ever” 
because it seemed like "a 
great opportunity, and it’s 
going to be all over the 
world. And it was. It really 
was. Unfortunately, we’re 
all starting to realize that if 
we keep doing this we’re 
not going to be able to pay 


our bills.”Then there's the 
rising use of “mini rooms,” in 
which a handful of writers 
are hired to work only dur- 
ing pre-production, some- 
times for a series that may 
take a year to be greenlit, 
or never get picked up at 
all. Jeffrey Palmerino, a full- 
time UPS driver near Alba- 
ny, New York, said forced 
overtime emerged as a top 
issue during the pandemic 
as drivers coped with a 
crush of orders on par with 
the holiday season. Drivers 
never knew what time they 
would get home or if they 
could count on two days 
off each week, while 14- 
hour days in trucks without 
air conditioning became 
the norm. 
“It was basically like Christ- 
mas on steroids for two 
straight years. A lot of us 
were forced to work six 
days a week, and that is 
not any way to live your 
life,” said Palmerino, a 
Teamsters shop steward.q 


UPS teamsters and workers hold a rally, Friday, July 21, 2023, in 
Atlanta, as a national strike deadline nears. 


people & arts 
Monday 31 July 2023 
a14 


10 people died at the Astroworld music festival two years ago. 
What happens now? 


(AP) - Nearly two years af- 
ter 10 people were crushed 
to death during the deadly 
2021 Astroworld festival, no 
charges have been filed — 
even though some people, 
including event workers, 
expressed safety concerns. 
Pinpointing “who exactly 
caused those deaths is not 
an easy question to an- 
swer,” said Sandra Guerra 
Thompson, a criminal law 
professor at the University 
of Houston Law Center. 
“It’s a very difficult thing to 
say, unless you have some 
kind of clear evidence 
that somebody in charge, 
whose job it was to ensure 
safety and who should 
have known better, failed 
to take action,” she said. 
A nearly 1,300-page report 
on the investigation into the 
tragedy released by Hous- 
ton police Friday said con- 
tract worker Reece Wheel- 
er told authorities that he 
saw a crush of people and 
warned an event organiz- 
er that people could die, 
shortly before rapper Travis 
Scott went onstage. 
In the report, investigators 
wrote that Scott said he 
did see one person near 
the stage getting medi- 
cal attention, but said that 
overall, the crowd seemed 
to enjoy the show. He said 
he did not see any signs of 
serious problems, nor did 
he hear anyone tell him to 


stop the show. 
Hip-hop artist Drake, who 
also performed, told police 
it was difficult to see from 
the stage what was going 
on in the crowd and that 
he didn’t hear anyone call 
for the show to stop. 
Despite no charges be- 
ing filed, more than 500 
lawsuits have been filed 
over the deaths and inju- 
ries at the concert, includ- 
ing many against concert 
promoter Live Nation and 
Scott. Some of those suits 
have since been settled. 
Those 
who 
were 
killed 


ranged in age from 9 to 27, 
and all 10 people died due 
to compression asphyxia, 
according to medical ex- 
aminers. 
In June, a Texas grand 
jury declined to indict six 
people in the case, includ- 
ing Scott. Prosecutors said, 
then, that the circumstanc- 
es of the deaths limited 
what charges they were 
able to present, eliminating 
potential counts such as 
murder, manslaughter and 
criminally negligent homi- 
cide. 
Thompson said the sheer 


number of people involved 
in putting on the event, the 
large scale of it, and the 
high bar for proving criminal 
negligence or recklessness 
are challenges for prose- 
cutors in cases like this. “It 
goes back to, who knows 
what’s going on, is that be- 
ing communicated?” she 
said. “Were they being told 
that people have died, 
and they still wanted the 
concert to go on? Or, were 
they being told that 'Hey, 
some people are getting 
hurt, which might not be 
that unusual at an event 


like that?” 
Assistant Harris County Dis- 
trict Attorney Alycia Harvey 
said after the grand jury de- 
clined to issue indictments 
that prosecutors were left 
with only possible counts of 
endangering a child in con- 
nection with the deaths of 
the two youngest concert- 
goers, ages 9 and 14. 
Scott's lawyer, Kent Schaf- 
fer, has said that the per- 
former was not responsible 
for the tragedy. 
“He never encouraged 
people to do anything that 
resulted in other people 
being hurt,” Schaffer said. 
Scott has previously said 
he was unaware of the 
deaths until after the show. 
He has since created what 
he called Project HEAL, a 
$5 million initiative that in- 
cludes funding for an effort 
to address safety challeng- 
es for festivals and large- 
scale events. 
The 
police 
report 
said 
Scott told investigators that 
around the time Drake 
came onstage he was told 
to end the show after the 
performance, but that no 
one told him of an emer- 
gency. 
Following 
the 
tragedy, 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
formed a task force to 
study concert safety, and 
to recommend crowd con- 
trol and security measures 
during mass gathering.q 


The crowd watches as Travis Scott performs at Astroworld Festival at NRG park on Friday, Nov. 5, 
2021 in Houston. 
(Jamaal Ellis/Houston Chronicle via AP, File) 


Rapper G Herbo pleads guilty in credit card fraud that paid for 
private jets and designer puppies 


(AP) - The rapper G Herbo 
pleaded guilty Friday to his 
role in a scheme that used 
stolen credit card informa- 
tion to pay for a lavish life- 
style including private jets, 


exotic car rentals, a luxury 
vacation rental and even 
expensive designer pup- 
pies. Under a deal with 
prosecutors, the 27-year- 
old Chicago rapper, whose 


real name is Herbert Wright 
III, entered a guilty plea 
in federal court in Spring- 
field, 
Massachusetts, 
to 
conspiracy to commit wire 
fraud and making false 
statements. In exchange, 
prosecutors dismissed sev- 
eral counts of aggravated 
identity theft. 
He also agreed to for- 
feit nearly $140,000, the 
amount he benefited from 
what prosecutors have said 
was a $1.5 million scheme 
that involved several other 
people. “Mr. Wright used 
stolen account informa- 
tion as his very own unlim- 
ited funding source, using 


victims’ payment cards to 
finance 
an 
extravagant 
lifestyle and advance his 
career," acting U.S. Attor- 
ney Joshua Levy said in a 
statement. Sentencing is 
scheduled for Nov. 7, and 
he faces a maximum of 25 
years in prison. A voicemail 
seeking comment was left 
with his attorney. 
From at least March 2017 
until November 2018, G 
Herbo and his promoter, 
Antonio Strong, used text 
messages, 
social 
media 
messages and emails to 
share account information 
taken from dark websites, 
authorities said. In court 


documents, 
prosecutors 
said G Herbo “used the 
proceeds of these frauds 
to travel to various concert 
venues and to advance 
his career by posting pho- 
tographs and/or videos of 
himself on the private jets, 
in the exotic cars, and at 
the Jamaican villa.” G Her- 
bo also helped Strong or- 
der two designer Yorkshire 
terrier puppies from a Mich- 
igan pet shop using a sto- 
len credit card and a fake 
Washington state driver’s 
license, according to the 
indictment. The total cost 
was more than $10,000, 
prosecutors said. q 


G Herbo performs on Day 4 of the Lollapalooza Music Festival, 
Aug. 1, 2021, at Grant Park in Chicago. 
(Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File) 
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Cejka wins playoff with 
Harrington at wet and windy 
Senior British Open 


Associated Press 
BRIDGEND, Wales (AP) — 
Germany’s 
Alex 
Cejka 
prevailed 
over 
Ireland’s 
Padraig Harrington on the 
second playoff hole to win 
the Senior British Open at 
Royal Porthcawl on Sun- 
day. 
Cejka birdied the second 
extra hole to claim his third 
senior major title after he 
and Harrington had fin- 
ished tied on 5-over par fol- 
lowing a final round played 
in miserable wet and windy 
conditions. 
Harrington, who also fin- 
ished runner-up to Dar- 
ren Clarke last year, nar- 
rowly missed an eagle 
putt on the first extra hole 
and could only make par 
when the players returned 
to the 18th after duffing a 
chip from the back of the 
green. 
Overnight 
leader 
Cejka 
began the final round with 
a double bogey on the first 
and dropped another shot 
on the fourth, but battled 
back to hold a two-shot 
lead with two holes to play. 
A bogey on the 17th 
halved the 52-year-old Ce- 
jka's advantage and Har- 
rington birdied the last to 
force extra holes. 
“What a day,” Cejka said 
at the presentation cere- 
mony. “I still can’t believe 
that I’m here. Beating Pa- 
draig in a playoff, such a 
great player, but I’m glad 
I did it and I’m super hap- 
py.” 
Cejka carded a final round 
of 76 and Harrington re- 
turned a 75, with South Ko- 


rea's Y.E. Yang and Ameri- 
can Rob Labritz the only 
players able to match the 
par of 71.q 


Germany's Alex Cejka poses with the trophy after winning the 
Senior Open Championship at the Royal Porthcawl Golf Course, 
Porthcawl, Wales, Sunday July 30, 2023. (Nick Potts/PA via AP) 


Saint-Maximin becomes the latest player to 
swap the Premier League for Saudi Pro League 


Associated Press 
NEWCASTLE, England (AP) 
— Allan Saint-Maximin be- 
came the latest player Sun- 
day to swap the Premier 
League for the Saudi Pro 
League after leaving New- 
castle to join Al-Ahli on a 
four-year deal. 
The former France youth in- 
ternational spent four years 
at St. James’ Park and de- 
parts for an undisclosed 
fee. 
Saint-Maximin 
will 
team 
up with former Liverpool 
forward Roberto Firmino, 
ex-Manchester City player 
Riyad Mahrez and former 
Chelsea goalkeeper Ed- 
ouard Mendy at Al-Ahli as 
the influx of top names to 
Saudi Arabia shows no sign 
of abating. 


The 26-year-old Saint-Maxi- 
min scored 13 goals across 
124 appearances for the 
Magpies, but the winger 
has struggled with injuries in 
recent seasons. 


The deal to sell Saint-Max- 
imin has drawn criticism 
with the Saudi Public In- 
vestment Fund having the 
majority ownership in both 
Newcastle and Al-Ahli. q 


Newcastle United's Allan Saint-Maximin duels for the ball dur- 
ing the EFL Cup semifinal, first leg soccer match between South- 
ampton and Newcastle United at St Mary's Stadium in South- 
ampton, England, Jan. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File) 


local 
Monday 31 July 2023 
a16 


Palm Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 


You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 


great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together." 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


